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Our vision

At Woodborough Woods, we ‘Grow Together’ following Jesus’ example to ‘Love your
neighbour as you love yourself’ (Matthew 22:37-39) because through love for one another,
we can build a strong learning community ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to
flourish.

History Policy

At Woodborough Wood's Foundation Church of England Primary School we are committed
to providing all children with learning opportunities to engage in history. This policy sets out
a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can work, and gives guidance on
planning, teaching and assessment. It has been developed through a process of consultation
with school staff and governors.

Policy Statement

History is about real people who lived, and real events which happened in the past. History
is concerned with sequence, time and chronology and is the study of evidence about the
past; it gives us a sense of identity, set within our social, political, cultural and economic
relationships. History fires the children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider
world and plays an essential part in preparing us for living and working in the contemporary
world. Pupils consider how the past influences the present, what past societies were like,
how these societies organised their politics, and what beliefs and cultures influenced
people’s actions. As they do this, children develop a chronological framework for their
knowledge of significant events and people. They see the diversity of human experience, and
understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society. What they learn
can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. In history,
children find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions. To do this they need to
be able to research, sift through evidence, and argue for their point of view — skills that are
prized in adult life.

Aims and purposes of history

e Toinstill in the children a curiosity and understanding of events, places and people
in a variety of times and environments.

e To develop an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievements and
aspirations

e To understand the values of our society

e To learn about the major issues and events in the history of our own country and of
the world and how these events may have influenced one another

e To develop a knowledge of chronology within which the children can organise their
understanding of the past

e To understand how the past was different from the present and that people of other
times and places may have had different values and attitudes from ours

e To understand the nature of evidence by emphasising the process of enquiry and by
developing the range of skills required to interpret primary and secondary source
materials




e To distinguish between historical facts and the interpretation of those facts

e To understand that events have a multiplicity of causes and that historical
explanation is provisional, debatable and sometimes controversial

Planning

The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes account of abilities,
aptitudes and physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through history the
children learn a range of skills, concepts, attitudes and methods of working.

Early Years

History is taught in Reception as an integral part of the topic work through child-initiated
and adult led activities. The children are given the opportunity to find out about past and
present events in their own lives, and those of their families and other people they know. In
the Foundation stage history makes a significant contribution to developing a child’s
understanding of the world through activities such as looking at pictures of famous people in
history or discovering the meaning of new and old in relation to their own lives.

Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1, pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles. They find out about
significant men, women, children and events from the recent and more distant past in
Britain and the wider world. They listen, and respond to stories and use sources of
information to help them ask and answer questions. They learn how the past is different
from the present.

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about significant people, events and places from both recent
and more distant past. They learn about change and continuity in their own area, in Britain
and in other parts of the world. They look at history in a variety of ways, for example from
political, economic, technological and scientific, social, religious, cultural or aesthetic
perspectives. They use different sources of information to help them investigate the past
both in depth and in overview, using dates and historical vocabulary to describe events,
people and developments. They also learn that the past can be represented and interpreted
in different ways.

Curriculum and School Organisation
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in history lessons. Our principal aim
is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in history and we use a
variety of teaching and learning styles in our history lessons. We believe in whole-class
teaching methods and combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We believe
children learn best when:

e They have access to, and are able to handle artefacts

e They go on visits to museums and places of interest

e They have access to secondary sources such as books and photographs

e Visitors talk about personal experiences of the past

e They listen to and interact with stories from the past

o They undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in

their own and other people’s lives
e They use drama and dance to act out historical events
e They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet and videos




e They are able to use non-fiction books for research
e They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to
ask as well as answer historical questions.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Assessment in history is viewed as part of the assessment for learning cycle. Learning
objectives and steps to success are shared with the children in every lesson. Children are
provided with opportunities for self/peer-assessment and improvement. Marking is
developmental and children are provided with next steps to extend their learning at least
weekly. Teachers monitor the acquisition of skills, knowledge and understanding through
appropriate teacher intervention, observations and discussions with groups and individuals,
and records of achievement in the key skills in history for each year group are updated
termly.

Equal Opportunities

The history policy firmly supports the equal opportunities philosophies of the school and all
children will have access to the geography curriculum.

Special Educational Needs

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we
provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task
to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are
differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults.

Curriculum Leadership
The role will include:
e Inspiring an exciting and creative approach to history teaching
e Supporting history teaching through advice, guidance, CPD and resources

e Sharing information acquired from courses or other sources that may be beneficial
to staff

e Reviewing the history policy and monitoring its implementation

e Regularly evaluating the history planning against the curriculum and amending as
necessary

e The management, maintenance and storage of resources
e Organising pupils’ participation in history workshops and events
e Effectively managing the history budget

e Reporting to parents, governors and others when appropriate




