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What we will cover:

• What are British values and protected characteristics and 
why are they important?

• What is discrimination and why does the Equality Act 
matter? – With special guest Jack from Pop’n’Olly!

• How the news can help us understand values
• How you can make an impact in your school and the wider 

world!



What do you already know?

What do British values mean to 
you?

British 
Values



British values are key 
values that the 

Government decided 
are important to people 
living in the UK today.



Democracy 
Opportunities to vote/have a say

Think about all your 
opportunities to have your say 

or vote for something.



Opportunities to 
vote/have a say

- Voting for a class reward
- Voting for someone to represent you as a school 

council leader/sports crew member
- Being on the school council and sharing what you 

think you should do/make a difference
- Vote for other children to receive a value 

certificate
- Vote for what the ‘special school dinner’ will be
- Answer a school or class questionnaire

 



Democracy: How can you 
involve others?

• Think then – 
 stand up if… 
 put both hands in the air if…
 stand on one foot if…
 do a silent dance if…

• Post-it notes or whiteboards

• Voting jars or boxes



Rule of Law
- Talking regularly about your own 

class/school rules
- Ensuring that you understand why we have 

rules and that rules are there to protect you
- Talking about when and how rules have been 

broken
- Understanding the consequences of rules
- Visits from local police/fire brigade to your 

school



Individual Liberty
- Having lots of opportunities to make 

choices whilst knowing that you are in a 
safe and supported environment

- Having the confidence and opportunities to 
challenge others (children and adults)

- Use real-life situations (e.g., playground 
disputes) to explore the consequences of 
your words and actions 

- Allowing you to take and manage risks (e.g., 
forest school, PE) or more creative risks 
such as producing unique art, writing



School Council/ Class votes.

Mutual Respect and Tolerance
- Use opportunities as they arise to discuss 

and celebrate our differences
- Learning about different religions and 

beliefs
- Learning from current and historic news 

stories to help you understand life is not 
the same for everyone

- Discussing when you have or have not 
shown respect and how that may have 
affected others



Mutual Respect and Tolerance
• I know my behaviour, actions and words can affect others
• I understand and respect that not everyone is the same as me and 
everyone needs to be treated as an individual
• I know that life is not the same for everyone
• I understand that people’s faiths and beliefs 
 are different and I respect that.

Individual Liberty
• I make the right choices
• I take responsibility for my actions
• I understand the consequences of my actions
• I manage risks
• I know how to exercise my rights 
 and freedoms in an appropriate way

Democracy
• I know I have a voice and my opinions 
 will be heard
• I can listen carefully to others
• I know how to discuss an issue In a calm way and 
 can show respect for others even If I disagree
• My vote counts

Rule of Law
• I value and understand the importance of rules and laws
• I follow school rules and understand why there 
 is a consequence if I do not
• I understand that everybody is responsible for 
 rules and laws
• I know rules are there to protect me

Our Shared British Values
I Really Do Matter

What matters 
to me?

How can 
my voice 

be heard?

Can I be friends 
with someone who doesn’t 
believe the same things that 

I do?
How can I make 

a difference?

What do I do 
if I don’t think 
something is 
right or fair?



Which British value do YOU think is 
represented by each picture?

1.

Democracy
Rule of Law Individual Liberty

Mutual Respect and Tolerance
.

2.

3.

4.



OUR
STORY

British 
Values

In 2014, the Department for Education published 
guidance on promoting British values in schools to 
ensure young people leave school prepared for life in 
modern Britain.

With thanks to Miss 
Miller Music! 

Youtube: 
@MissMillerMusicChannel

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=P8lxvCkJZAY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8lxvCkJZAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8lxvCkJZAY


Class/School Display Having a themed day A weekly ‘British Values’ lesson

Using stories Having visitors in school School Council/class votes
.

Different ways you can learn about British Values in school

Classroom rules Talking about the news
.

Learning about our world



What would life be like WITHOUT a British value?

Removing a British value (vimeo.com)

Which value is missing?

https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/629888409


What do you already know about 
the protected characteristics?

How do you learn about them at 
your school?

Protected 
Characteristics



Protected 
Characteristics

Over to Jack from 
Pop’n’Olly!



Kindness and Respect
Protected 

Characteristics

Can you think of an example of kindness or respect 
shown to you today? 

We all deserve to have a healthy and safe 
life where we are treated with kindness 

and respect. 



Do you think it’s important to 
learn about the news in 
school?

News



OUR
STORY

Opinion 1
I read a children’s newspaper every 
week and watch Newsround most 

days. I believe it’s vital young people 
are aware about current affairs so 
they can make the world better.

Opinion 2
I think the news is quite boring and 

usually too sad for me to learn about. I 
might be more interested when I’m older 

but not at the moment.

Opinion 3:
I find some news stories quite interesting but a lot 

of it I don’t really understand. I like it when we have 
time at school to learn about it and talk about how 

it makes us feel.

Read all 
about it

How often do you read 
or watch the news do 

you enjoy learning 
about current affairs?



Real-life learning 
opportunities for 

something happening 
RIGHT NOW, meaning you can 

influence and bring 
about change  – both 
locally and globally!

What’s going on in the 
news can directly link 

to nearly every area of your learning 
and allows 

you to explore fresh 
and exciting content!

The news can bring the 
world closer to your everyday life 

through 
making you more aware 
and understanding about 

the world we live in.

1 2 3

REASONS FOR LEARNING ABOUT THE NEWS



What can you see?

Can you make a 
prediction about what 
you think might be 
happening?

How can the news 
help us understand 
values?







• Political issues
• Social issues
• Moral issues

• Environmental issues
• Different cultures



“We use a Picture News story in our 
assembly and have two Y6 pupils whose 
job it is to collect all the Post-it note 
answers at the end of the week and choose 
a winner, who they announce in assembly. 
They then read the new question for the 
following week.”

Lord Street Primary School, Colne

What can YOU do in school to help 
support values work?



What can YOU do in school to help 
support values work?



What can YOU do in school to help 
support values work?



Lead and plan a 
values assembly or 
lesson for younger 

children

What can YOU do in school to 
support values work?

Have ’Values 
Monitors’ in school 

responsible for 
displays in school.

Plan and lead a 
section of a values  
assembly such as 

the reflection. 

Share your 
thoughts and views 
to a larger audience 

– school website, 
social media.

Plan and record 
videos for each of 

the protected 
characteristics and 

British values 

Set up a Values club 
in school.

Use floor books or scrap 
books for recording any 

values work or have 
debates/discussions 
about news stories.



What is the most important 
thing you will remember 
from this session?

Protected 
Characteristics 

and British values



Picture News Impact Award 2023

If you let us know, you can achieve your very own Picture 
News Impact Award! After the session, we will email the full 
details about how to apply.


